THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

Charles Martel, mayors of the palace to the last feeble
Merovingians, the Austrasian Franks in the lower Rhine-
land became acknowledged heads of the nation, and were
able, while establishing a firmer government at home, to
direct its whole strength in projects of foreign ambition.
The form those projects took arose from a circumstance
which has not yet been mentioned.    It was not solely or
even chiefly to their own valour that the Franks owed
their past greatness and the yet loftier future which awaited
them, it was to the friendship of the clergy and the favour
of the Apostolic See. The other Teutonic nations, Goths,
Vandals,  Burgundians,  Suevians,  Lombards, had been
most of them converted by Arian -missionaries who pro-
ceeded from the Roman Empire during the short period
when Arian doctrines were in the ascendant.    The Franks,
who were among the latest converts, were Catholics from
j the first, and gladly accepted the clergy as their teachers
and allies. Thus it was that while the hostility of their ortho-
dox subjects destroyed the Vandal kingdom in Africa and
1 the Ostrogothic kingdom in Italy, the eager sympathy of
; the priesthood enabled the Franks to vanquish their Bur-
I gundian and Visigothic enemies, and made it compara-
; tively easy for them to blend with the Roman population
| in the provinces.    They had done good service against
the Saracens of Spain ; they had aided the English Boni-
face in his mission to the heathen of Germany a; and at
length, as the most powerful among Catholic nations, they
attracted the eyes of the ecclesiastical head of the West,
now sorely bested by domestic foes.
Since the invasion of Alboin, Italy had groaned under
* * Denique gens Francorum dendo, sed et alios salutifere con-
multos et fcecundissimos frnctus vertendo,' says the emperor Lewis
Domino attulit, non solum ere- II. in AJD. 871.